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Member’s Bill

Explanatory note

General policy statement

The cost to New Zealand to control wilding conifers is significant and will continue
to grow exponentially without active intervention.

Crown land, including Department of Conservation (DOC) stewardship land, is the
largest contributor to wilding conifer infestation in New Zealand. Wilding conifer are
currently forecast to spread at the additional rate of 5% per annum, which will not
only see conservation areas further degraded and reduce the numbers of native flora
and fauna, but it will also increase fire risk, reduce watershed affecting catchments
and water storage, impact available grazing, recreation and tourism opportunities and
potentially increase pest animal habitat.

Evidence shows grazing stock demonstrably controls wilding conifer infestations.
Stock grazing is a wilding conifer control tool that needs to be actively promoted and
supported with long term lease options, along with reclassification and disposal of
DOC stewardship land where there is an incursion or elevated risk of incursion.

The DOC criteria under current conservation policies for disposal of stewardship land
is that it must have low or no conservation value and this can be seen as very subjec-
tive. Where there is an incursion or risk of incursion of wilding conifer, long term
lease or sale of this land should be an option.

Clause by clause analysis
Clause 1 is the Title clause.

Clause 2 provides that the Bill comes into force on the day after Royal assent.
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Part 1
Amendments to the Conservation Act 1987
Clause 3 provides that Part 1 of the Bill amends the Conservation Act 1987.
Clause 4 amends section 2(1) to insert a definition of wilding conifer.

Clause 5 provides for any stewardship area that is found to be affected or at risk of
being affected by wilding conifer as having low or no conservation value. It also pro-
vides that such areas must be leased or disposed of subject to certain conditions.

Part 2
Amendments to the Land Act 1948
Clause 7 provides that Part 2 of the Bill amends the Land Act 1948.

Clause 8 amends section 2(1) to insert definitions of non-urban Crown land and wild-
ing conifer.

Clause 9 inserts new section 514 to provide that non-urban Crown land affected or at
risk of being affected by wilding conifer must either be leased or sold subject to cer-
tain conditions.
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The Parliament of New Zealand enacts as follows:

1 Title
This Act is the Wilding Conifer Control and Eradication Legislation Act 2024.

2 Commencement

This Act comes into force on the day after Royal assent.
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Part 1
Amendments to the Conservation Act 1987

3 Principal Act
This Part amends the Conservation Act 1987.

4 Section 2 amended (Interpretation)
In section 2(1), insert in its appropriate alphabetical order:

wilding conifer means a self-established conifer species tree resulting from
seed spread from commercial forestry, shelter belts, amenity planting, or an
already established species tree population

5 New section 26AA inserted (Stewardship areas affected by wilding conifer
must be disposed of)

After section 26, insert:

26AA Stewardship areas affected by wilding conifer must be disposed of

(1)  The Department must inspect every stewardship area for the presence of wild-
ing conifers at least once every 3 years.

(2)  Any stewardship area found to be affected or at risk of being affected by the
presence of wilding conifer—

(a) 1is of low or no conservation value; and
(b)  must be disposed of in accordance with this section.

(3) The Minister must, as soon as reasonably practicable, determine whether to
dispose of a stewardship area to which subsection (2) applies by way of
either—

(@) aconcession in the form of a lease under Part 3B; or
(b)  disposal under section 26.

(4) The following conditions apply to a concession granted under Part 3B in
accordance with this section—

(a) in addition to any other conditions imposed under section 17X, the con-
cessionaire must:

(i) actively manage and control wilding conifers on the area with a
view to eradication; and

(i1)  ensure fair and reasonable public access for recreational activities;
and

(b) the rent for the concession payable under 17Y must be calculated on
stock unit carrying capacity; and

(c) the term for which the concession is granted in accordance with section
17Z(1) will be for 10 years (initial term) and may be extended for up to
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2 further periods of 10 years each, with a rent review to occur at the
close of the initial term.

(5) A stewardship area disposed of under section 26 in accordance with this sec-
tion is disposed of subject to a covenant requiring the person who becomes the
owner of the area to actively manage and control wilding conifer populations in
that area.

(6) The Registrar-General of Land must note the covenant required under subsec-
tion (5) on the record of title for the area.

(7)  Other than the modifications expressly provided for in this section, all relevant
processes in this Act apply in respect of the disposal of stewardship areas.

Part 2
Amendments to the Land Act 1948

6 Principal Act
This Part amends the Land Act 1948.

7 Section 2 amended (Interpretation)
In section 2(1), insert in their appropriate alphabetical order:
non-urban Crown land means Crown land that is:
(a) notin an urban area; and
(b) not used for commercial, industrial, or residential purposes

wilding conifer means a self-established conifer species tree resulting from
seed spread from commercial forestry, shelter belts, amenity planting, or an
already established species tree population

8 New section 51A inserted (Land affected by wilding conifer must be
disposed of)

After section 51, insert:

51A Land affected by wilding conifer must be disposed of

(1)  The Commissioner must inspect all non-urban Crown land for the presence of
wilding conifers at least once every 3 years.

(2)  Non-urban Crown land found to be affected or at risk of being affected by the
presence of wilding conifer must be disposed of in accordance with this sec-
tion.

(3) The Board must, as soon as reasonably practicable, determine whether to dis-
pose of the non-urban Crown land to which subsection (2) applies by way of
either—

(@) alease under Part 5; or

(b)  disposal under section 52.

OC 26706 v 1.4: 18 September 2024: 11:01 a.m.



Wilding Conifer Control and Eradication Legislation
Part2 cl 8 Bill

(4) The following conditions apply to a lease granted under Part 5 in accordance
with this section—

(a) in addition to any other conditions imposed under section 52(6) or 81(2),
the leasee must:

(i)  actively manage and control the wilding conifers on the land with
a view to eradication; and

(i1)  ensure fair and reasonable public access for recreational activities;
and

(b) the rent for the lease payable under section 84 must be calculated on
stock unit carrying capacity; and

(c)  the term for which the lease is granted in accordance with section 81 will
be for 10 years (initial term) and may be extended for up to 2 further
periods of 10 years each, with a rent review to occur at the close of the
initial term.

(5) Non-urban Crown land disposed of under section 52 in accordance with this
section is disposed of subject to a covenant requiring the person who becomes
the owner of the area to actively manage and control wilding conifer popula-
tions in that area.

(6)  The Registrar-General of Land must note the covenant required under subsec-
tion (5) on the record of title for the area.

(7)  Other than the modifications expressly provided for in this section, all relevant
processes in this Act apply in respect of the disposal of non-urban Crown land.
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