
 

 

WILDING PINE 2025 CONFERENCE 14-16TH OCTOBER TWIZEL EVENTS CENTRE 
 
 

DAY 1 14th October 
Time TOPIC / SESSION NAME PRESENTER 

0800 Housekeeping, H&S, Introduce the 
day and first speakers Jo R 

0810 
Mana Whenua welcome  
Stories of Māori travel and significant 
sites?  

Mike McMillan - 
Arowhenua  
 

0830 Local wilding control context  

 
Robin Pieper ECAN 
Tim Bamford (DOC) 
Ross Ivey WTM 
 

0930 Positive land management under 
heavy seed rain  

Julia MacKenzie 
Braemar Station 
 

0945 Q&A time previous speakers  

1025 Minister Spot TBA (to be confirmed)  

1050 5 Keys to innovating forward - Keynote 
Anna Kominik 
innovator, business 
leader 

1110 Wilding management and forestry Zac Robinson Zolve 

1130 
One high country Farmer perspective 
– impact of wildings and innovative 
solutions 

Hamish Roxburgh - 
high country farmer, 
Amuri Range Tree 
Trust 

1145 Q&A time previous three speakers 

1155 Innovation learnings, models TBC 

1205 Building a better foundation for 
relationships with iwi 

Michelle Phillips – 
Ngati Whaoa – Central 
North Island 

1220 Q&A time previous two speakers  

1340 Community group experience: From 
getting off the ground to on the tools?  

Chair Upper Clutha 
WCG Rob Phillips 

1350 Conifer to Native Shelterbelt 
Transition Project in Central Otago  

Central Otago WCG 
Pete Oswald 

1400 
 Innovations for safety – mindset and 
tools  

Willie and Paula 
Sinclair,  Safe T Works 

1410 Q&A time previous speakers  

1420 Open session – innovations, challenges –contractors - chaired 
by Zac 

1515 

Community group experience: Ōhau 
Conservation Trust (post wildfire 
recovery, town surrounds change in 
vegetation) 

Ōhau Conservation 
Trust 
Viv Smith-Campbell  

1525 
Community group experience: 
Waimakariri Environmental Land 
Restoration Alliance  

WELRA Chair TBC 



 

 

1535 
WPN - Jo and Ket, the history, 
background, purpose of WPN; 
highlights from past year  

Ket Bradshaw WPN 
chair 

1545 Sherman - NWCCP update 
Including National Strategy refresh Sherman Smith 

1600 Q&A time previous two speakers  
 

  



 

 

DAY 2 – FIELD TRIPS 15th October 
0900 Collect lunch. 9.30 depart – Return by 4pm 

 
FIELD TRIP 1 FIELD TRIP 2 

0930 depart Route: Mt Cook Road Trip 
Host: Robin Pieper ECAN 
 

0930 Route: Tekapo/Takapō Trip 
Host: Rich Langley ECAN 
 

 
Dinner: Poppies Café 6-10pm 

  



 

 

DAY 3 16th October 
Time TOPIC / SESSION NAME PRESENTER 

0830 Fire as a control tool   
0830 
 
0840 

- Research, Trials (and non-trials) its 
power and limitations  

- Practical experience 
TBA  

0850 Grazing as a control tool   

0850 

- Working group update; potential and 
limitations  

- Practical experience, trade-offs, 
biodiversity, hieracium emergence 

TBA 

0905 Drones spot spraying   

0905 - Progress on trials, results and 
learnings so far  TBA 

0920 Summary from Scion drone workshop  Brian Richardson Scion 

0935 SPS Loganburn trial Scott Spooner SPS 

0950 Biochar -what’s it all about Raymond Dobbe 

1005 Douglas fir – the new wave of wildings 
taking over Southland. 

Jolie Hazley 

1020 Q&A time previous speakers  

1100 National Wilding Strategy Refresh Sherman Smith 

 
LAND RESTORATION POST-EXOTIC 
CONIFERS 

 
 

1115 District plan challenges e.g., 
intensification of land for grazing Rob Young 

1130 Grazing as a control tool Duane Peltzer 

1140 Coronet Peak pines to native to 
recreation park 

Brianna Pringle QLDC  
 

1150 Q&A time previous speakers  

1200 SPONSORS SPOT 

1320 Seed longevity and decay Tom Carlin 

1330 Understanding reinvasion Jan Dudenhoffer 

1340 TD herbicide mix alternative control Carol Rolando 

1350 Wilding perceptions survey summary Tom Carlin 

1400 Programme Infestation Mapping update TBA 

1410 Programme Operational Trials and 
GPGs TBA 

1420 Q&A time previous speakers  
1430 Prize giving and final comments CONFERENCE CLOSE 3PM 

 

 


